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Dlrect Rcsponsibility for Flume

Collapse Sooji to Be Placed
. by Experts.

INSPECTOR CLIFTON NEXT

Investigation to Continue When
He Returns Here from North

Carolina.

Whlle tha Investigation ot thn fs.ll-
ure of the settllng basln flume ls far
from complete, tlie ndmlsslons by wit¬
nesses show a statf, of affairs whlch
reflocts not only on tbose employed In
tho erectlon of lho .flumo, litit on tlio
Water Commltteo and tho City Coun¬
cll as well, a wcll-known city polltl-
clan remarklng last nlght that no bet¬
ter campalgn material could bo desired
by an Independent or reform move In
municlpal polltlcs than tho mannor In
whlch tho ochemo of sedlment'itlon of
olty water has beon bunglcd.
No ovldenco lios aa yet been intro-

duced before tho Itivesllgntlng com¬
mltteo to show that tho dcslgn3 were

faulty, no expert concreto englneers
havlng beon put In tho wltness chair.
So far tho essentlal featuro of tho ln-
quiry has been that there was no re-

*>ponslblllty for the erectlon of the
flume under tho system of govern¬
ment whlch now obtains ln Itlchmoud.
The Councll appropriatcd ^nearly a half
mtllion dollars for tho basln nnd'flume,
provided by a bond Issue, on whlch
the tax-payera are paying Interest,
and will one day have to meet tho
princlpal, lcavlng tho detallH of erec¬
tlon to the Councll Commlttee on
Water. Tho Wutcr Commlttee left It
to tho superlntondont of tho depart¬
ment, apparently without effort to
check hls work. Ho trusted his subor-
dlnates, and now .flnda that they wet;o
elthor Inefltclent or incompotent, or
else did not undnrstond tho responsl-
bllltles of tho position wlth which they
were intrust«d. Whaiever may be the
legal sltuatlon us to responsiblllty, the
publlc mlnd will hardly blamo the con-
tractor for poor work when thoro were
three men employed by tho city to
supervlse that work, and not .ono of
the three. accordlng to their own tes¬
tlmony, ever intorposed any oti'ectton
or crltlci20<3 any of tbe material or

workrnansliip.
Inapectom Without Expcrtcncc.

Mr. Charles Mann, tho concreto In¬
spector, aon of the former chalrman
of lho W«.ter Commlttee.-on-tlie wli-
ness stand and under sworn testlmony,
admltted that ho bad no exporience in
relnforced concreto; thut ho was often
taken away to other work for as much
as one day a weak, wlth no substltute
durlng Ins absonco to watch tho mix¬
ing of tli* concrete; that for tbo flrst
two months he had no Instructlons
other than tho mixing, tho first Huu
feet or moro of tho flumo havlng been
laid and taznped without any lnspec-
tion whatever.
Mr. Mann, on cross-nuestlontng,

chowed an cnttro Ignorance of the
sjjeclflcatluns. On tho whole, hls tva-
tlmony favorubly impresstd meinber-
of tno committee, who staU-d atlei
_d*6urnmeitt tnat ho had apparehUji
done ali ho had been Instructed lo do
and had told a stralght story, whlcr
crosa-examinutlon liuu tailed* to shake.

Huny Itiimorn Allont.
Evidenco shpWs ihat .Mr. Richard

Bolling. tho imgineer ln charge, and .

brother of City Engineer Cuarlcs E
Bolllug, waa only ou tho worka a few
hours a day, Mr. Mann going so fur a.

to testlfy that he waa o/Uy thero onc<
or twice a week, and that ho nevet
uaw hlm maklng any Inapoctlon of the
flumo. Mr. Bolling himrsolt said lu
waa often not there for days nt t

tlmo; that ho had hnd no experlcnet
ln relnt#^ced concreto; that ho allowcc
deparlures from the plana without pro-
toat and without report, trusting every-
thing to tho contractor. nnd hoping
that the llume, when cornpleted, woulc
"be-a credlt to hlm."
Mr. Cllfton, the third Inspector,- has

not yet appeared to testlfy, belng ab-
sont on un engineerlng expedltlon a'
a remoto polnt in North Carollna. Hli
ovldenco Will go far to settle polnt;
in which tho witnesses up to thls tlm<
are ln confllct. It is In ovldenco thal
Mr. Cllfton seldom came to the works

Great Sale of Shoes for Christmas Gifts

Believirig, that- Shoes are

among the most appreciated
gifts," I am cutting prices half
in two oil;the most stylish and
best wearing Shoes made.

It's a'great sale. Comel
Choosing.'is easy.
EXTRA SPECIAL,.Ladloa' $1.K0

Juliets. mado:of felt, wlth fur rjr*
tops; black, brown nnd wlne; /JJC
my Xmas Salo prlco........ ¦ "**

200 pairs Women'a Shoes, patont
leather, cloth tops, now-
est toes; easy wearing; tf»« r*A
$4.00 valuos; my Xmas 3)£«DUprlco.... »

Women'a $-1.00 Tan Shoes, Suedo
tops and.. cloth topa; <t»<iVI_|0
latest styles; my Xmas A__,U.Jprlco .........'.

~

100 pairs Wqrnen's Samplo Sliofis,
tans and a splundld $2.00 (h« PJA

, grade, at my Xnms prlco Jp|,3||

$1.50
ier Shoes,

$1.50

1.000 pairs Children's Shoes, VIel
kid, patent leather and
light and dark tans. They _.«' aa
aro worth $2.00; my !K I |J|JXrnas prlco. T * "

100. pairs Children's Cloth Top
Shoes, very now and snappy .styles
in easy, natural lasts.
Real $2.00 Shoes; my
Xmas price .

Lot GIrls' Patent Leather Shoes,
most excellent gifts;
$2.50 grade; my Xmas
price.,.

Children's Shoes, Vlcl kid, pAworth $1.00 and $1.25 per jIm*pair; my'Xmas price, 75o and *rw*»

100 pairs Boys' Sample Shoes, all
leathers, excellent for £¦* aa
school wear; $1.50 grade; Jhl.llll
my Xmas price. V w

Infants' Sbft Solo Shoes. «_Athe gift for the, wee ones.all' Xl|_!colors; my Xmas price...... ."*»»»

$1.50. .Women'a 'Rubbers at, r*a
per pair. DUC

100 pairs Women'a Tan ai'
Ovorgaiters.'.". OOC
Mon'a $3.0o Rubber Boot.|

at_. $2.00

ALBERT STpIN,
«'King of Shoei," Fifth and Broad Streets.

Words Fail Ui
To cxpress the distinctSvc- '

ness and diversity of our

Suits and .Overcoats. We're,
proud of 'em as a father
handling his first born on his
knce.
A better, brighter gather-

ing isn't to bc found between
here and New York.
For this week we offer two

VERY Specials:
Our $22.60, $20 and $18 Snlta, 15.
Our $22.60, $20 and $18 O'Coata »15.

For your holiday gift wc

suggest:
Smoklng Jackets *3X0 Ho »18.
Bath Robea. 93 to *10.
Fancy Sllk Vests 92.50 to W.
Linen Handkerchlofa $1.50 per
box of bIx. Your laundry
Inltlal.

Neckwear 25c to $2.

Jacobs & Levy
ln fact. that he only came wlth Mr
Rlchard Bolling, when the contracto.
was ready for an extension of tlit
work, when tho two englneera _av»
tho llnes and graaes, Btaked off th«
routo and left for the city. CurrotH
rumor has lt that- the englneera, wbe'r
thoy went to the flume, went by thc
10:20 Chesapeake and Ohlo traln. re-

turnlng about mldday by way of th»
Reservolr.

Mr. Bolllng'*, Adnilaalona.
Clty Englneer Charles E. Bolllng

mado a dlstinctly good Impresslon oti
the wltness stand, telllng a candlc
story wlthout attempt to shlrk reapon-
slbillty. He fran'kly admltted havlnn
plans and speclflcations for monolitl
work. In tho detalls' of constructlot
Jlr. Charles Bolllng trusted lmpllcltlj
lo his subordinates, being at that tim<
Superlntendent of the Water Works
and having tho detalls of the opera-
tion ot tho department ln hla handa
It Is ln evldence that he went to tht
works two or three tlmes a week
usually ln the afternoon, and accord-
Ing to hls own statement, he at nc

tlmo saw tho relnforcement tied, noi

did he lnqulre from hls subordlnatet
as to. whether tho regular tylng wai

belng requlred.
Through somo slngular mlaunder-

standlng, nelther of the aaslstanta wlit
huve testifled understood that then
was to bo any tylng at all, and wha'
tylng of the relnforceni.nts waa dom
sc-ema to have been entirely on th.
euggcstlon of the foreman, who may oi

may not have hud hls doubts as to thi
strength of tho flume. it has not beei
shovyn as yet whether the contractor
the Crouso Constructlon Company, kep
an englneer on the Job all the tlmo o:

not. An effort wlll be made to brln.
the foreman hero to testlfy before thi
lnvestlgatlng committee.

Flexlblo Itcluforccincnt.
Tho use of wire or floxlble relnforce

ment must be regarded aa experimen
tal. to say the least. Evldence show;
that the cement was tested by chemiat.
and was presumably of standard qual
Ity. Experienccd handlera of concreti

I say that no stronger proportlon that
tho one-three-four mlxture could b'

| made, lf properly mlx__ and tampeu
wlth clean sand and rock of the regula
tldn slze. The evldence does not ahov
that any materlal was rejected or re

moved from the works.
In tho flnnl annlysls the responsl

blllty must rest on tho Committee oi
Water, placed In chargo of the expen
dituro of nearly $500,000 by the Clt:
Councll, each member being under oat]
to do hls duty by tho clty. So far a
tho mlnutes show, tho Water Commlt
tee. after two yeara of haggling ove
blds, in whlch lot aftor lot was re

Jected, wlthout any reason belng glvet

YourBoy'$Stocking
Will be just aa/ well fillcd
this year as la'st, but 'twill
hold less "gingerbready"
gifts.
Toys Bring No Joys.
"Crackl" and they are

broken. "Snap I" and tlicy're
ready for the ashman.
But presents like these

confer pleasure in the giving
and delight in the receiving.
For this week Boys' Suits,

plain or Knick. Trousers,
Buster or Russian blouse.

$8.00 and $7.00 grades, $4.r>0.;
$4.00 and $5.00 grades, *2.»8.
Reefers. «2.03 to S8.00.
Sweaters, OSc to ?i.."ii.
Hats, Caps, -5c to te-.OO.
Boys' Long Overcoats, $10.00, $8.00
and $7.00 grades, 94.00.

Jacobs & Levy
slgned tho flume contract and turned
the work over to tlje superlntendent
At the monthly meetlngs, along wlth a

mass of small matters, such as grant
ing free water or maklng plpe exton-
tlons to> the property of some favoreu
citizen, the mlnutoa 6how that pay¬
ments to the flume contractor were or-

dered as the work progressed. It was
taken strlctly on the number of linear
feet, without regard or Inqulry as to
quality, the blll belng pald for' any
klnd of a flume at so much per foot.
Tho perlodlcal Inspection tours amount-
ed to llttle more than an afternoon
stroll up the canal bank, wlth' a
lunch at the pump-house, when the
chalrman of the Water Commlttee en-
tertalncd the other members, and a
number of city ofllclals.
The whole sltuation affords" a strlk-

ing, if somewhat cxpen&lve, exhibition
of the results obtalned by a divlded
responslbllity, such as ls provided
under the present system of govern¬
ment. Although more than $6,000 was
spent for Inspection, the work took
ts time unhurrled, a contract to be
executed In four months occupylng
over two years, whlle salarles con¬
tlnued and Interest charges accumu-
lated. The net resalt of the tlme and
outlay ls a hopeless failurc.a mero
obatructlon In the way of a new
flume. Beyond lies the untested set¬
tllng basin, on whlch hundreds of
thousands of dollars have bet-n spent.
and from which not a drop of clear
water has been received, though five
years' interest has been pald on the
bonds, and the contractor has received
hls money and been relieved from al!
responslbllity.

>.

HARD T0 L0CATE CLIFTON
Flume Inspectors Meet Thls Week lf He

Can Be Fonnd.Other Meetlngs.
Another meeting ot tha Flume Investl-

gatlng -Commlttee will be held thls week 11
I: Is posslble to have Inspector J. C. Cllfton
ttr-'-eur beforo tho commlttee. Mr. Cllfton
bas been rcpeatcdly summoned, but belc.-'

- at Qum Neck. N. C, about flfteen mlles
11 from rallroad or post-oftlco, the probablll-
j tlts are that he has not received any of the
communlcattons sent by orJor of Chalrman
Pollock. It was rumored at tlio City Ball
ye&tcrday mornlng that the foreman of the
Crouse Construetion Company had also been
summoned. BIs testlmony. ,t Is thought,
wjll have bearlng both on the work of the
company and that of the Inspectors.
Othor meetlngs of the Councll commlttee:

are as follows: Monday, Rellef of the
Poor at s o'cloek; Subcommlttee on Watei
and Electriclty. Tuesday, Flnance at J
o'cloek; Electriclty at 3 o'cloek. Wednes-
day, Water at 8 o'cloek, and Street Clean¬
ing at the same hour. ,

ISSUB OF N. AND S. BONDS.

Judge Waddili Wlil Consldcr Muttei
Early fci Wcclc.

rSp~-lai to Tbe Tlmes-Dlspatch.}
NORFOLK, VA., December 19..Ped

eral Judgo Waddili, who has bopn hold-
tng court all thls week at Wllmlng¬
ton, Ni C, for Judgo Purnell, ls e*v
pected in Norfolk on Monday next. U
bo here for the remalnder of the week
Tho Judge will take up numerous ad-
mlralty and bankruptcy cases for hear.
Ing and declslon, but most Important o:

the matters to come beforo hlm jvlll b.
tho proposed lssuanco of $1,000,000 lt
Norfolk und Smitnern' Railway recelv
ers' certificates.

Special Muster Robert M. Hughes, Ji.
to whom the questlon of tho proprlet*
and advlsabll'ty of- tho lssuanco wa:
recently referred for Investigation am
report, and who yesterday. .conductei
an exhaustive hearing on thls subject
will fllo lils renort recommendlng. thi
lssuanco some day next week. aloni
wlth a transcrlpt of the evldence upoi
whlch his report Is based. The specla
master will also report to the court
form of certificates. So far as Is knowi
there wilKbe no objectlon of any na
ture to tho lssuanco of cortiflcatos. al
interests ln tho Norfolk and Southen
Railway lltlgatlon havlng practicall;
agrepd that lt ls the deslrable cours
to b* pursued, The Norfolk and South
ern's reorganlzatlon cominltteo l
heartlly in favor of the lssuanco, anc
as stated yesterday, caused Its consen
.atid full approval to be fllod at th
hearing hefare Special Master Hughe-

Special Master Hughes and Speclh
Master Peroy S, Stephenson, ln th
Norfolk" and Southern lltlgatlon, hob
dlfforent relatlonshlps to the recelver
shlp. Mr. Hughos was named by th
court. to rocommend ln tho specth
matter of the reeeivers' cortificatet
whlle Mr. Stephonson was appolnted a
master in general. to Inqulre and ropor
upon all ..llens and othor clalms agains
the Norfolk and Southern, to pass upo-
the prlority of liens and clalms and t
report upon the full ltabjlltles and as
sets of tho. property. Mr. Stephenso
began these hearlngs ln Norfolk thi
week. Hls uext hearing will bo o
Thursday, I)eoembe»r 21th, at hls oflte
in the Arcado Building, and he'wlll 1
all probabillty go to some polnt 1
North Carollna for stlll another hearinj
later In tho month. The hearlngs b
Mr. Stephenson will extend ovor.a con
sldorable perlod.

-¦ ¦..
Arrnnjj-lug Itinernry.

rSpoclal to The Ttmea-Dlspatch.l
RALEIGH, N. C December 10..Gov

ernor. Glenn has gone to Greenvllle t
uonfer wlth Rev. S, M. Morris and I'
C, Graham, of the Southern Prosby
terlan layman's movement, under th
ausploes of whloh Governor Glenn 1
to tour tho South durlng FebruarjMarchi, -Aprll and May, Hls oonfereno
ln Greenvllle Is relative to hla Intln
erary,

Spcciul Terin Ovdered.
[Special to The Times-Dlspatoh.1

RALEIGH, N. C, Dooomber 10..-.
spoclal term of Suporlor Court fo
Brunswlok county ls ordered-by Gov
ornor Glenn, Judge G. W. Ward to pro
side, and the court to oonvene Janu
ary.aith and contlnued untll the crUn
lnaJ 'dooJeat 1_ olaarad.

CHEMIST CLUB MAY
JOIN NATIONAL ORDER
-:- {Question of Forming Section of Ameriean Society to Bc

Decided at Next Meoting.Dr. Carpenter Traces
History of Commercial Fcrtilizers. .

Tho Vlrginla Chemlst Club hold Its
regular monthly meetlng In tho Mo-
ihnnlcs' Institute friday nlght. Presl¬
dent K, C. Blngham presldlng.
Thore was a very good attondance

of chemlats present, and after tho pro-
liminary routlne buslness tho report
of the committeo appolnted at tho
last meetlng to lnvestlgato tho ad-
vlsnblllty ot the Vlrginla Chemlst
Club formlng a Vlrginla soctlon of the
Amerlcan Chemlcal Soclety was made
by Dr. E. W. Magrudcr. chalrman of
the committeo, on behalf of hlmself
and Dr, F. B. Carpenter and Mr. A.
M. Forester. Tho committee roported
that there are forty-two membors of
the Amerlcan Chemlcal Soclety in Vlr¬
ginla, and that they had heard from
twenty-elght of that number, all of
whom were favorable towards formlng
a Virginia aectlon of tho aocioty, and
that they (the committeo) were thom-
selvea heartily In favor of urging the
Vlrginla Chemlat Club into the Vlr¬
ginla Section of tho Amorlcan Chemlcal
Soclety. Aa they consldered that'there
was nothlng to lose by such a change
and muoh to galn, much oa a better
standing ln the chemlcal world, more
funds to uaa In carrylng on the, meet¬
lngs, and a larger membershlp, bo-
sldes other .advantagea whlch cannot
be gone Into here. A full discussion
ensued, and the club .voted that lt
was the senae of thoso present that
such a aectlon be formed, but in order
that all may have a full opportunlty
to oxpreaa thelr vlewa, that final ac-

tlon would not be taken untll tho
January meetlng. and that the aamo

committee be contlnued and Instructed
to take all prellmlnary steps to form
auch a aectlon, and to communlcato
wlth all of the ehemlsta now merabera
of the Chemlat Club who would be aa-

sociate membara of the new organlza¬
tlon and get thelr vlewa on the sub¬
ject, and report at the next meetlng,
when, lf It waa then voted to form
the section, no tlme would be loet ln

dolng so.
Fertlllaer Development

Dr. F. B. Carpenter. chlef fchemist of
the Vlrglnla-Carollna Chemlcal Com¬
pany. made an address on "The De-
velopment of the Fertlllzer Industry.
Hls remarksvln part were aa follows:
The fertlllzer Industry Is ao lntl-

mately aasoclated and ao largely de-
pendent on the aclence of chemlstry
for Its exlstence that It aeems flttlng
at this" tlme'to revlew brlefly the re-

markable growth of the fertlllzer In¬
dustry up to the present, and, at the
same tlme, cast a glance Into the fu-
ture. In ao dolng. we but reflect the
wonderful development of one of the
Important branchea of Industrtal chem-
k:ry, and the one whlch has been of
the greatest service to agrlculture,
that noble calllng whlch, In reallty, la
the foundatlon of all Industry and
wealth.
One of the chlef alma ln agrlculture

ls to produce certain planta whlch
serve to feed, clothe, or otherwlse con-

trlbute to the welfare of the hutnan
race, and a hlatory of the fertlllzer
Industry ls a part of the record of
what man has done to asslst nature ln
the productlon of plant life.
The sclenca of chemlstry -aa played

a most Important part In bulldlng up
vast industrles, whlch are dependent
upon the products of the., aoll, but per-
haps no service haa been of ao much
value to agrlculture as that whlch
has' caused the development of tho
fertlllzer Industrles of tho world. Tho
chemlst has unlocked the-mlghty store-
houses of plant food, whlch have a.c-

cumulated through the ages and con-

verted them Into mlxturea whlch make
it poaslble to produce larger crops,
made necessary by the ever Increasing
populatlon; thus the vast d6poalts of

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
" TO YOU!
That the day may aboiind

with pleasure and happiness
for you and yours is the sin-
cere wish of

ECLIPSE
STEAM
LAUNDRY

Phone 418.

M. P. Gordon & Co.

Greatest Sale of the Year!
Men's $2.{!0 McKay Sewed Shoes;

our speclal price,

Box Calf. Vlcl, Cadet and. Glnzed
Colt leathors. All styles. We
bought all tho factory had. They
are soltd leather, and you cannot
spend $2.00 to better advantago.

_^A.WiltshireShoeCo:,Inc.
70. KAST MAIK.

f You Wish
to glve a load df our ebal or wood t.
any poor family ln the clty. \va' wil
durlng thla weak do tha haullng fre
of charge.

CitvCoalCo

potash In Germany, the nltrato bods
lu South Amerlca, and the tremendous
natural accumulatlons of phosphato
rock ln thls country and olsewhore havo
all beon made usofui to agrlculture.

'I'o Ocvclop Soll.
If wo Investlgato tho early hlstory

of agrlculture, we /ind that from al¬
most tho beglnnlng of time certaln
substances wore applled to tho soll
for the purposo of Incroaslng tho crop
production, but the commerctal use
of fertlllzers muy bo said to date back
to, tho tlmo when boncs wero flrst
applled to tho soll and thelr value as a
fertlllzer recognlzed. Fertlllzlng wlth
hones was flrst practlced In England,
and ln 177-i thelr use >ln ngrlculturo
was first publidy rocommended by
Hunter, and succesjsful experlments
wore made wlth bone dust. About 1814
Alexander von Humbolt called publlc
attentlon to tho use of guano as a fer¬
tlllzer, whlch he had seen used by the
natlves of Peru, and about 1830 Peru-
vlan guano began to be Imported' Into
Europe, and, a few years after, Into
the Unlted States. Nttrate of soda
began to be employed ln England at
the beglnnlng of the last century.

It was not untl) 18-10, when Lelblg
publlshed tho work entltled "Chemlstry
In Its Appllcatlons to Agrlculture and
Physlology," that the true theory of
plant nutrltlon began to be properly
understood. Lelblg was the flrst to
study the chemlcal composlttons df the
asheB of plants and to polnt out the
necessity of supplying crop»*wlth min-
cral food. This led to the expanslon
of the commerclal preparation of ma-
nures, which has developed Into the
commerclal fertlllzer Industry of to-
day, and has reached such large pro-
portlons In tho paat flfty yyars.Lelblg was tho flrst to recommend
the general uso of sulphurlc acid on
hones and rnlneral phoaphates for the
purposo of maklng the phosphorlc acld
more easily soiuble and asslmllabie.
He recognlzed the valuo of potash and
nltrogen as.essentlal to plant nutrl¬
tlon, and whlle he advanced some er-
roneous theoriea, the fundamental
prlnclples remaln the same to-day as
when flrst advocated nearly aeveniy
year« ago. ^

soiitb Cnrollnn Rock.
The dlsoovery of the suculled South

Carollna rock gave a great lmpetus
to the fertlllzer Industry ln thls coun¬
try, and thls has been augmemed by
the later dlscoverlea of the large de¬
poslta ln Florlda and Tennessee. It
was not until 1860 that the agrlcul-
tural value of the tremendous deposlts
of potash' aalts ln Germany became
generally known, and now the world's
demand la over 3,000,000 tons per
annum. Although the fertlllzer In¬
dustry oonsidered In a broad "commer¬
clal sense ls but llttle over a half cen¬
tury old, Its growth had been tremen¬
dous, as will be shown by the follow¬
lng figures taken from the last report
of the Unlted States Census Bureau:
The Increase ln value from 1860 to

I90a--a period of only forty-flve years
--waa 6,291 per cent., and the Increase
ln tonnage from 1880 to 1906 was 393.7
per cent. Nearly every year shows an

Increasing demand over tne precedlng.
due both to the gradual loss of fer-
tlllty In our oultlvated lands, and a

more Intelligent and lntenslve system
of farming.
Secretary Wilson gave some Intor-

estlng statlstlcs ln a recent address,
showing the production of the lands
of the Unlted States durlng a period
of forty years. According to his state¬
ment, durlng the first thirty years of
this period there was a loss of 0 per
cent., whlle durlng tho last ten years
there has been a galh of 14 per cent.
Thls shows that the farmers are learn-
tng to conserve the fertllity of the
soll, and by. a Judlclous system of cul-
tivatton and ferttllzation thelr lands
are becomlng more productlve.

Addrcsa by Ur. Cnntor.
Dr. Hall Cantor. of Randolph-Macon

College, dellvered an address on "The
Recent Return to tho Old Alchemtstlo
Bellef tn the Transmututlon of Motals."
Tho alchemlsts" alm, he said. was to
transmute one metal Into another, ln
order flnally to convert the baser
metals into gold. Many of the al¬
chemlsts were slncere, hard-worklng
chemlsts, and accompllshed much to
upbulld tho science of chemlstry. They
had many dlfflculttes to overcome, and
there was much to mlstead them. Then,
In the same llne of thought, came

Prout, wlth hls hypothesis that all
matter was composed of one substance
.hydrogen; that every substance was

hydrosen in soma difforent form of
comblnatlon. If tlmt wus truo, It
should boeasy by appropriate means
to change any substance Into any
other, and consequently Into gold.
The works of all all later chemlsts

went lo dlsprove that hypothesis and
to prove that there were a number of
separate and alstlnct elements whlch
eould not bo broken up |nto any other
or others, and lt. had become very
flrmly ostablished ln- the chemlcal
world that such was the case.
A few years-ago, when radlum was

dlscovered, wlth, Its many pecullar
proportles.Vmany Jumped to the con-
cluslon tnat by tts ald all chemlcal
problemp could be explalned. The
heat of the sun and of tho earth had
thelr orlgln ln radluiii, ota By means

iof lt transmutatlon from one element
to another could bo offected, lt was
confldently, belleved.
Thero seemed to bo good grounds

for thls latter bellef, for a fow. years
ago Professor Rnmsdy statod that by
tho action of radlum emanatlon on eop-
per sulphato or copper nltrate, llthlum
was obtalned whore none extsted be¬
foro. Thls statement frorn such an
emlnent authority created a great sttr
ln tho chemlcal world, and constor.na-
tlon nmong- some,
Madam Curlo, however, declded that

the work noeded ropeatlng; but before
repoatlng It, sho exarnlnod all of tho
substances to be used m^st carefully,
to see that no llthlum was present
Sho found that tracea of llthlum wore
lu tho glass, and tn nearly evorythlng
that sho wouid ordiuarlly use. She
flnally had to resort to platlnum ves-
sels and ptirlfy every thing she used
ln tho experlments ln them, and do
all. of hor work ln platlnum. After
taklng every procaution, sho repoatod
Professor Hamsey's experlmont, and
obtalnud no llthlum at all.
Soon aftorwards Mr. E. Perman con-

ductod slmllar experlments, but ob¬
talned no. llthlum. Thorafore It seems
that tho llthlum Professor Rnmsey
obtalned exlstod In tho substances ho
used aa an ttupurlty.
"We therefore come back to flrm

groun* agaln," ho udded. "and tho
posslblllty of oouvertlng the baser
metals- Into gold ls not a poaslblllty,
and our future supply of. that metal
wtll have to «*u mlned oui of the earth,
as it has been done elnoe the' advent
of manklnd,"

Len-fue Qleota Oflicers.
rsiieclol to The Times- Dlapiuch.l

WTSST POINT. VA., Decomber 10.-.
» th* *li-«. m..llnn n) ik* lSi.hni.1 ln.
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This Store is Showing
Many Pretty and

Useful Xmas Gifts.
Including:

Morris Chairs, Parlor Chairs, China'Cases,
Sidcboards, Tables, Reed, Leather and Wood
Seat Rockers, Rugs, Druggets, Portieres, Laco
Curtains.

Three-piece Parlor Suits, from $17.50 £01
$65.00.

Five-piece Suits, $25.00, $30.00 and.up.
Brass Beds, $16.50, $25.00, $40.00.
Felt Mattresses, $7.50, $9.00 and $12.50.
Portieres, Mantel Mirrors, Clocks, Vases,

Watches, Chairs, Princess Dressers, Dressing
Tables, Parlor Lamps, Hall Lamps.

Mattings, Carpefs,
* Linoleum.

Smyrna Rug, $1.49; worth $2.00.
f Ladies' Desks and Combination Cases, Par¬

lor Cabinets, Music Cabinets.

The best Morris Chair in the city for $5.00.

V-

provemcnt Leaguo, Mra. W. J. Marshall
was elected presldent; Mra. Herbert JL
_,ewla, reslgnlng the offlco.

¦

Blasona llold Meetlng.
ISpeclal to Tho Tlznes-Dlipalch..

¦WEST POINT, VA.. December 19.-
Lodge No. 333, A. F. & A. M.. had a
speciai meetlng last night ln Its hall
to reoelve an ofllclal vlslt from the
most worshlpful grand master of
Masons in Vlrginla, Dr. Joseph W.. Eg-
gleston, of Rlchmond. Distrlct Deputy
W. .1. PhilllpB, Mr. C. a Field and Dr.
C. V. Waugh.and Mr. A. Jullan Bagby
addressed the lodge after an, able ad¬
dress by Dr. Eggleston.
The flrst degree ln Masonry was

conferred on Mr. Angermann, of West
Polnt. There were many -vlsltors from
Rlchmond and Shackleford's lodge. Af¬
ter the 'work of the evening a aoclal
hour waa spent. :

Wnnt Taft ln Ralelgh.
ISpeclal to The Tlmes-Dlupatch.]

,RA_,EIGH, N. C, Decemoor 19.-
Much discussion has. been heard the
past few days of the Idea of an Invl-
tation belng sent from Oovernor-Elect
Kitchen, retlrlng Governor Qlenn dnd
the members of the Leglslature' to
Presldent-Elect Wllllam H. Taft for
hlm to come to Ralelgh from Augusta,
where ho ls" to spend the winter and
dellver, an address before the members
of thoN General Assembly. Promlnent
Democrats In and out of Ralelgh be¬
lleve non-polltlcal llnes could be ob-
served ln sucb a vlslt, so that much
beneflt would accrue to the Leglsla¬
ture and theyState at large.

.P__.ITZER IN HAMPTON ROADS.

Ncvr Yorfc Editor Is En' Iloute to
Panama.

rSpeclal to Tho Tlmes-DIspatch.l
HAMPTON, VA., December 1.9..Jo¬

seph Pulitzer, editor and owner of the
New York World, accompanied,; by a
party of friends,. arrived in Hampton
Roads, to-day oh the 'edltor's' yacht
Llberty. Mr. Pulitzer is " en route to
Panama, whero life expects to make
an exhaugtlve examlnatlon Into the
conditloii of the Panama Canal. He
expects to reach the Island at the tlme
Prasldent-elect Wllllam H. Taft wlll

make hls vlslt there. Mr. Pulitzer epent
a short time at Old Polnt.. but aoon
returned to hla yacht.

m.

DESPERADO KILLED.

Brought Down by fttillet After Defy*
Ing Officers.

TSptcial to Tho Times- Olipatoh.]
NORFOLK. VA., December 19..In .

Bensatlonal flght on Church Street to-
rrrght, that caused Intense excltement
among hundreds of Chrlstmaa ahoppera
thronwlng tho thoroughfare, an un¬
known negro desperado waa ahot and
killed by Patrolman Buck Wh.ta ana
Acttng Sergoant Marshall. When ai-
rested for flghtlng tho negro cut Pa_
trolman Whlte back of the ear. held
citizens at bay who attempted to pre-
venthls escape slashed C. H. Ch-ndlei"
who grabbed hlm. and dashed away.
Actlng Sergeant Marshall arrlved on
tho scene. and he and Buck WtalU
opened nre wlth plstols, kllllng ta»
negro lnstantly.

> .

Mlnlatcrs Orgonlae.
LEESBURG, VA., December 19..T_»

Potomac Mirilsters' Assoc.atlon, an or¬
ganlzatlon of the Mnlnlsters of the Po¬
tomac Baptlst Assoclatlon of Northern:
Vlrginla, has Just been organized ai
Falls Church. The assoclatlon ls corn-
posed of minlsters from Loudoun,
Fauquler and adjolnlng countles, Ita
object ls to further the interests ot tha
Baptlst churches in thla section. Th*
Rev. W. S. O. Thomas. of Falla Chufreh,
was elected presldent, and the Rev. a
H. Templeman, of Hamllton, Va., aeo-
retary. Among others conneoted wlth
the assoclatlon aro the Revs. J. E.
Bailey, of Herndon. Va.; J. C. Brad¬
ford of Fairfax Courthouse; J. G. Coun¬
cll. bf Clarendon; K. C. Hobbs, of Al¬
exandria clty; T. W. T. Noiand. of Falla
Church: F. P, Berkley. ot LeesburS'.

Demory.DUIon.
LEESBURG, VA.. December 19.-*

John Demory, of Hillsboro, Loudoun
county, and Mlss Mary DUIon. of Jet«
ferson county. -W. Va.. were marrled
Thttrsday evening at the residence of
H. P. Kline, Charleston, W. Va. Tha
ceremony was performed .by the Rev.
Dr. A. C. Hopklns, of the Presbytarlao
Church. They will reslde ln Loudoun
county. SB_H_N_j

IsNot
Ordinary.
It is extraordi¬

nary.
Extraordinarily

Clean and 'Pure and
White.
And its cost is

small.
Try it to-day.
Don't accept a

substitute.
¦INSISt.


